Term 1 Theme

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
John 15:5

Reminders
•

We still have some Commitment to Pay forms that
need to be returned to the office. Mrs Tupa’i will
be chasing these up this week.

•

Wellington SDA School is a water-only school.
Please do not send juice, soda, or flavoured milk in
your child’s lunch box.

February 23 —Term One, Week Four
Kia ora koutou
It’s so lovely to see our tamariki enjoying school and
getting back into routine. Playtime duties are a
pleasure as we watch the children playing and
getting along so well. The sand pit seems to be a
popular spot, especially with some water added.
We are working within the guidelines set by the
government and the Ministry of Health. It’s making
some things a challenge, but we are coping well. We
really miss singing inside, especially morning
worship and God Connection. Teachers are taking
classes outside when they can, and God Connection
is one class each week and livestreamed to the rest.
Diligent mask-wearing indoors will prevent students
being close contacts when a case is identified in our
school.
Covid is in our local community. We are aware of
this and have planned for it. We have learning packs
ready to send home in the case a whole class should
need to isolate, and we can send individual learning
packs home for children as well. Please let us know
if you need one of these.

I have included some information on a third page
around isolating and support. If you need more
information, please contact me and I will do my best
to help. We also have a new public health nurse
working with our school, Ioana Gaualofa. She is
more than happy to help out where needed.

“Malo ‘aupito” from our Tongan families who have packed and
shipped the donated items to Tonga. What a blessing!

Know that we pray for your families and our school
every day. God bless!

Thursday, March 3

Room 3 Onepoto walk

Tuesday, March 22

St John’s First Aid Training for Students

Ngā mihi nui
Karla Mitchell—Principal

Friday, April 1

Teacher Only Day

Thursday, April 14

Last day of term—2pm finish

Upcoming Events

Room 3 learning about composting

Top: Room 4 enjoyed their walk around
Onepoto last week as part of their camp.

Right: Students pitched their tents on the
school field and slept overnight. What fun!
Above: Declan with the alligator he created as
part of Room 2’s Big Book activity.

Extension to COVID-19 hardship assistance for whānau
The Government has extended the increased income limits for hardship assistance until Thursday 30 June.

This means more casual or part-time workers, or people who aren’t already getting financial support, will continue to be eligible for help with their immediate or emergency costs. This is especially important for those who
need direct help as part of the COVID-19 welfare response.
People new to MSD can check these links to see the new income limits:
Special Needs Grant
Recoverable Assistance Payment
Advance Payment of Benefit
then click on our check what you might get guide.
They’ll be asked some easy questions about their costs, then MSD will let them know about any Work and
Income payments they may be able to get.
Alternatively, if they’d like to talk with MSD, they can call:

•
•
•

0800 559 009 for working age
0800 552 002 for over-65s
0800 88 99 00 for students
Interpreters are available.

Children only need to stay home and
isolate if they (not another family
member) are close contacts of a Covid19 case or if they have tested positive
for Covid-19. Otherwise they can
attend school as normal and should be
monitored for symptoms.

